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Bloomfield's Religion of the Veda, Steindorf's Religion of the 
Ancient Egyptians, Cumont's Astrology and Religion Among the 
Greeks and Romans, and Hurgronje's Mohammedanism, have 
appeared. Professor Jastrow's own contribution to the series 
has already been mentioned. It is a remarkable series; each, 
like the volumes of the series which Professor Jastrow edited, is 
the work of an eminent specialist. The giving of these lectures 
and the publication of the volumes have done much to educate 
American people, and have placed within the reach of all an 
authoritative and readable outline of the great religions of the 
world. 

The task of speaking of the products of Professor Jastrow's 
many-sided abilities in other fields falls to others. His work in the 
field of which we have been speaking illustrates one of the finest 
traits of his character — his stimulating influence upon other scholars 
and his generosity in appreciating their work. The eminent men 
who wrote the books mentioned above felt this influence, and the 
humble and obscure worker, however small his contribution, found 
in Professor Jastrow, if his contribution possessed any merit, a 
cheering and encouraging critic and friend. America has had 
but one other scholar (the late Professor C. H. Toy of Harvard) 
whose stimulating influence called forth from others a degree of 
labor at all approaching that which Professor Jastrow elicited. 
Such men stand far above their contemporaries in the scholarly 
influence which they wield. They evoke in others a devotion to 
the search for truth which multiplies many fold the mere labor of 
their own hands. It is one of life's highest privileges to have 
known them. The world seems poor without them. Their mem- 
ory is a precious treasure. 



PROFESSOR JASTROW AS AN ASSYRIOLOGIST 

Albert T. Clay 
Yale University 

While studying abroad, Arabic was looked upon by Jastrow 
as his major subject; however, he paid special attention also to 
Assyriology, and attended lectures under such scholars as De- 
litzsch, Oppert, and Halevy. 

Three years after receiving his degree at Leipzig we find his 
first contribution to Assyriology in a note of several pages which 



334 Albert T. Clay 

appeared in the Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie on 'A passage in the 
Cylinder Inscription of Ashurbanapal '. Two years later, following 
other brief communications, his first conspicuous article appeared 
in the text, translation, and commentary of a fragment of 'A 
Cylinder of Marduk-shapik-zirim.' It is to the credit of Jastrow 
that by clever reasoning and on palaeographical grounds he placed 
this hitherto unknown king in the Pashe Dynasty, of which only 
four of the eleven kings had up to that time been identified; and 
he actually proposed that he be placed as the founder of the 
dynasty. This was confirmed by an inscription in the Yale 
Collection published thirty years later (Misc. Inscr. p. 49). 

In 1891 he published 'A Fragment of the Babylonian Dibbarra 
Epic,' which appeared in the University of Pennsylvania Series in 
Philology, Literature, and Archaeology; and a few years later 
'A New Fragment of the Babylonian Etana Legend ' in the Beitrdge 
zur Assyriologie. Both publications were based upon original 
inscriptions found in private hands. The latter added materially 
to our knowledge of the Etana Legend. In both treatises Jastrow 
showed remarkable scholarly acumen in handling original material. 
It was his good fortune a few years later to find also another 
fragment of the Etana Legend in private hands, both of these 
having come from the Library of Ashurbanapal in Nineveh. This 
was published in Vol. 30 of this Journal. 

Early in his career Jastrow was attracted to the study of the 
religion of the Babylonians and Assyrians. In 1898 he published 
his Religion of Babylonia and Assyria as the second volume in the 
Series of Handbooks on the History of Religions, of which he was 
the editor. It was a very ambitious undertaking owing to the state 
of our knowledge at that time. He fully realized that the knowl- 
edge of the subject was rapidly increasing, and that it was con- 
stantly necessary to change the perspective and readjust views, 
yet he felt there was sufficient reason for sifting the certain from 
the uncertain and for formulating his opinions, and thus preparing 
the way for other works that would follow. It was no small task 
to gather the material, digest and present it. But the work was 
so successfully handled that it remained the chief treatise on the 
subject until it was supplanted by his larger work, Die Religion 
Babyloniens und Assyriens, which appeared in seventeen parts, 
between the years 1903 and 1913. It was first intended that this 
should be a translation of the English work into German, but 
during the process of revising and enlarging it, Jastrow became 
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especially interested in the subject of divination through hepato- 
scopy and astrology, with the result that as he devoted himself to 
the study of the many new texts appearing during the time his 
work grew to such proportions that instead of one volume, three, 
comprising over 1700 pages of closely printed text and notes, 
were required to present his contributions on the subject. While 
others had preceded him in the study of Babylonian divina- 
tion, Jastrow's interpretation of the many new texts, the study of 
the religious rites, practices, and beliefs of other peoples, and his 
wide knowledge of religions in general enabled him to produce a 
work that will be quoted for years to come. By his philological 
work and interpretation of omen texts, hundreds of obscure words 
were discussed, many of which received their explanation for the 
first time. One important discovery after another was made, 
resulting in many contributions being presented in our journals, 
for example, on 'The Signs and Names for the Liver in Babylonia,' 
'The Liver in Antiquity and the Beginnings of Anatomy,' etc. 
In this field Jastrow achieved his greatest success, and left his 
name indelibly written upon our knowledge of the subject. 

In 1911 Jastrow published a volume entitled Aspects of Re- 
ligious Belief and Practice in Assyria and Babylonia, being the 
American Lectures on the History of Religion, delivered at different 
institutions. In this work he gives not only a summary, in a 
popular and readable form, of all researches in the field, but he 
took the opportunity to recast certain views on the pantheon and 
the cult, thus making them accord with the new material which 
had been brought to light. There can be little doubt but that his 
new presentation of the pantheon in this work is a distinct advance 
upon all previous attempts. He also attempted to distinguish be- 
tween what he called the popular religion and the artificial form 
given to it in the official cult by the priests, in their efforts to bring 
the beliefs into accordance with their theological speculations. 
This work is the best compendium at present on the subject. 

In 1915 Jastrow published a much needed work on The Civiliza- 
tion of Babylonia and Assyria. This is a survey of the entire field 
on a much larger scale than had hitherto been attempted in 
English. In it he gives Ihe results of the activities of explorers, 
decipherers, and investigators in this field of research. It is also 
a compendium on the customs and manners, the religion, law, 
commerce, art, architecture, and literature of the Babylonians 
and Assyrians. In this work he has admirably selected what was 
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most important for a general view, and also what was most char- 
acteristic, and has grouped his material in a very satisfactory form. 

His study of some of the legends for his history of the Baby- 
lonian religion was, at the time, an advance upon previous efforts, 
particularly that of the Gilgamesh Epic. The acquisition of two 
tablets of an earlier version of this epic by the Pennsylvania and 
the Yale Collections naturally aroused his interest, resulting in 
one of his latest contributions to Assyriology, entitled An Old 
Babylonian Version of the Gilgamesh Epic, published in 1920, in 
the preparation of which the present writer, as joint author, took 
a minor part. In the study of these two texts Jastrow's critical 
faculties enabled him to advance materially the interpretation 
of the epic as well as its analysis into its component parts. 

His last contribution to Assyriology was his article on 'An 
Assyrian Law Code,' which appeared in Part I of this volume of 
the Journal (pages 1 to 59). It was the first translation which 
appeared of two large texts from tablets discovered at the site of 
ancient Assur, and published by Schroeder. 

The extent of Jastrow's work in Assyriology cannot be appre- 
ciated by a glance at his bibliography under that subject, for 
many of his contributions, listed under other subjects, are based 
more or less upon his investigations in that field. 

Jastrow's erudition, his wide horizon, and his experience in the 
critical analysis of ancient documents, enabled him to leave the 
beaten path with its conventional views, and discuss legends, epics, 
and other texts independently. His excellent preparation gave 
him a view-point that few enjoyed; and his efforts resulted not 
only in contributions which are remarkably suggestive, but which 
are full of discoveries and conclusions, many of which will stand 
the test of time. Especially in the subject of the religion of the 
Babylonians and Assyrians, Jastrow made himself without 
doubt the leading authority in the world. 



